UNPUBLI SHED

UNI TED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUI T

No. 02-7627

CLI FFORD ADAM BLACKWVELL,
Plaintiff - Appellant,

ver sus

RAYMOND SM TH, Superi nt endent,

Respondent - Appell ee.

Appeal from the United States District Court for the Mddle
District of North Carolina, at Durham Russell A. Eliason,
Magi strate Judge. (CA-02-141-1)

Submi tt ed: March 14, 2003 Deci ded: March 27, 2003

Bef ore WDENER, MOTZ, and TRAXLER, Circuit Judges.

Di sm ssed by unpublished per curiam opinion.

Clifford Adam Bl ackwel |, Appellant Pro Se. C arence Joe Del Forge,
111, OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY CGENERAL OF NORTH CAROLI NA, Ral eigh,
North Carolina, for Appellee.

Unpubl i shed opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
See Local Rule 36(c).



PER CURI AM

Clifford AdamBl ackwel | seeks to appeal the magi strate judge’s
order denying relief on his petition filed under 28 U. S.C. § 2254
(2000)." We have independently reviewed the record and concl ude
t hat Bl ackwel | has not made a substantial show ng of the denial of

a constitutional right. See MIler-El v. Cockrell, u. S

2003 W 431659, at *10 (U S. Feb. 25, 2003) (No. 01-7662).
Accordingly, we deny Blackwell’s notion for a certificate of
appeal ability, deny | eave to proceed in forma pauperis, and di sm ss
t he appeal. See 28 U.S.C. § 2253(c) (2000). We dispense with oral
argunent because the facts and |legal contentions are adequately
presented in the materials before the court and argument woul d not

aid the decisional process.

DI SM SSED

" The parties consented to the magistrate judge’s jurisdiction
pursuant to 28 U S.C. 8§ 636(c) (2000).



